
 
AUGUST 2015 

CANTEEN UPDATE 

The 11th of July 2015 saw the kick-off of a ‘Working Bee’ to commence 

Stage 1 works on our dilapidated Canteen (Tuck Shop) facility. I 

mentioned some of the works and maintenance tasks to be carried out 

in last month’s Newsletter and am incredibly proud of the 

achievements of some very dedicated people thus far. 

 

Under the guidance of the nominated Project Manager, Rob GADEN 

there have been some incredible advancements in works achieved and 

in a very short space of time.  No doubt there was a lot of people 

thinking ‘just what have we gone and done’ and ‘what have we got 

ourselves into’ after taking on such a large task. With persistent 

perseverance however; there is now light at the end of the tunnel, and 

the reward for our achievements is starting to show. 

 

There has been no let up to the works with each week-end post the last 

turning into yet another ‘Working Bee’ without disruption to normal 

flight-line operations. We have some very proud and incredibly 

dedicated members who have chipped in between sorties and given 

their time to a great cause. 

 

As the Chairman and on behalf of WAMASC I thank you all so much 

for your efforts.  

 

Last Saturday the 25th of July was fantastic – there is no doubt in my 

mind that a lot of people were brought together. Once again thank you 

for your efforts. I’m quite sure that you will be proud of the end 

product. 

            

FIELD SAFETY 

First Aid personnel, defibrillator 

and Firefighting equipment are 

available at the field for your 

convenience. 

NEWSLETTER 

This is your Newsletter and I 

once again reiterate; should any 

individual have anything that 

they would like to contribute, 

please don’t be shy – feel free to 

contact any of the committee or 

contact me directly at: 

michael.wayne.cuerden@gmail.com 

MEMBERSHIP 

A friendly reminder to all that 

your 2014/2015 membership has 

now terminated. 2015/2016 

membership is now due. As 

always membership forms are 

available on our website at: 

 

SAFE FLYING 

 
 

 

 

mailto:michael.wayne.cuerden@gmail.com
http://www.wamasc.org.au/membership.html
http://www.wamasc.org.au/membership.html


To those who are burning the candle at both ends I know asking you to slow down is fruitless (you know who you 

are); if I could canonize you I would, you are saints to me – a sincere thank you. WELL DONE! 

 

They say a picture is worth a thousand words. Have a look at these before and after shots 

 

        
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Before: Weathered, run down and in need of a lot of love and attention 

A transformation in process 

After: The Servery hatch, internals and patio extension in hand 



Once again I give you all my most absolute and sincere gratifying thanks for a job well done. Don’t make the 

mistake now of going home and telling the wife what you are capable of doing because you just might find yourself 

employed on a home project that you have been putting off for years. Members are reminded, that during works, 

a make shift canteen will continue operating utilising the Transmitter Shed. Space is at a premium so please take 

care around electrical items. 

MEMBERSHIP IDENTIFICATION 

All WAMASC members are politely reminded that it is a mandatory requirement to wear, and have visible, 

your current 2015/16 Membership Card when within the pit area. 

This small requirement is asked to ensure rapid and quick ease of identification of members thus ensuring:  

1. That a person is a current member, hence insured. 

2. At a glance tell if he/she is a visitor. 

3. Tell whether that person should be in the pits. 

To prevent any embarrassing situations, that is when challenged for not wearing said, please remember it is only 

done so to ensure safety and keep undesirable personnel from gaining access to places they should not be. 

Your support and assistance in this matter will be exceptionally advantageous. It is not done to offend; 

unfortunately, there are some who take advantage of a situation and it is not fair to those members who are 

financial (paid). 

ADRIAN HOLLIS & THE WA POLICE AIR-WING 

WA Police are responsible for an area of 2.5 million square kilometres, 12500kms of coastline and for all policing 
and SAR (search and rescue) in a state that has a population of over 2 million people. The Air Wing has two (2) 
units based in WA with one covering the southern half of the state and the other covering the northern half.  

The Police Air Wing operates the following aircraft: BK117 (B2) Helicopter, AS365N3+ Helicopter, GA8 
Airvan and two Pilatus PC12 fixed wing aircraft. 

The BK117 and AS365N3+ operate Star Safire III and HD FLIR (Forward-Looking Infrared Radar) systems, 
with microwave and 3G downlink capabilities, Avalex Mapping and Sky quest Video Management System, 
Wulfsberg and Motorola radios, Spectrolab and Trakka Beam search lights and have Goodrich 600lb rescue 
winches fitted. The Wing consists of both sworn police officers and unsworn civilians. The majority of staff are 
sworn police officers although the helicopter pilots, maintenance engineer and administration staff are all 
unsworn. 

 



The man above is not a sworn police officer and this is not a remake of ‘Fantastic Voyage’ where a group of people 

have been shrunk in an endeavour to complete a secret mission. That, of course, is the smiling face of Adrian 

HOLLIS who has spent more hours than he wishes to confess building a scale replica of the AS365N3+ 

Helicopter (commonly referred to as the Dauphin Eurocopter).  

He may be smiling now but it was a labour of love and it took a great deal of engineering to get right; it’s not 

something that is purchased off the shelf and a great deal has gone into ensuring authenticity to scale, on-board 

equipment and paint work etc. From the detail on the mock pilots to the internal HUD and lighting Adrian has 

to be commended for an outstanding job. 

 

 

 

                                                                          

 

 

 

Adrian first placed an order back on the 06th of September 2013 to Starwood models (USA) for a bare fibreglass 

shell of an EC155 Dauphin 1:6 scale (2.1m long, 46cm high, and 35cm wide). No plans or instructions were 

supplied with such a model so a lot of thought went into the layout before fabrication began. From there all 

formers, bulk heads and supports, where fabricated either from aluminium, carbon fibre or ply. 

Both the main rotor and fenestron tail use separate motors (KDE) with individual ESC’s (Kontronik 160A Kool) 

and battery supplies (12S main, 8S tail) Main mechanics are SAB Goblin, tail is a cine scale (French) 10 blade 

fenestron. Electron electric retracts are used with robart struts. Main rotor is a German made unit from 

helifactory which is a beautiful piece of machining.    

       

 

I have no idea of the time I have put into this build, I started to add up the cost and stopped halfway as well. It 

was at times very challenging providing me with much frustration and satisfaction on completion. On the bonus 

side Adrian now gets 20% discount whenever visiting any Krispy Kreme® donut shop. 

 

 



 

 

WORDS FROM THE CFI 

A reiteration from the Chairman’s words in last month’s Newsletter and a friendly reminder to all WAMASC 
members in regard to flight line protocol. 
 
 

I. In order for pilots already flying to be able to hear their engine and thus have the best opportunity to and 
in the event of an engine failure, all running up of engines prior to flight should not be done out on the 
flight line (this excludes clearing an engine prior to take-off.) Running up of engines for tuning or other 
purposes should be done in the assigned area(s). 
 

II. All intentions of a pilot must be spoken in a clear loud voice i.e. taking-off, low pass right to left, 
landing etc. By doing this your fellow pilots are informed as to your intentions and this creates a much 
safer environment on the flight line (please remember that signalling your intent does not give one Cart 
Blanche to carry out your intent – only do so after confirmation. Flight Line personnel should also 
respond in a clear loud voice. 

 
III. All pilots MUST use only one pilot holding area when flying, this enables all active pilots to hear what is 

happening with other aircraft and pilots. This is conducive to a safer Flight Line. 
 
IV. If you are not happy with the selected runway heading because the wind direction or other factors have 

changed you have the prerogative to request a change and may ask the active pilots if they wish to change 
runways or wait until all have landed and then use an alternate runway more suited to the changed 

Even close up one has to look twice – great work Adrian 



conditions. The rule of thumb here is as long as all pilots agree to the runway change then a new active 
runway may be selected. 
 

V. It is of great value (especially during your initial training) to use and gain practice on other runways as 
the main runway (heading 09 and heading 270) are most commonly used but not always so, so if you only 
familiarise yourself with one runway you could be in trouble when others are in use. This is especially 
true in summer as runway 23 and reciprocal runway 05 are very commonly used with the wind directions 
favouring runway 05 in the morning and runway 23 in the afternoon. 

 
Manoeuvre workshop 
 
When trying new or unfamiliar manoeuvres ensure you have sufficient height to recover in case of disorientation! 
It is standard practice for instructors, when training, to fly at a height of ‘three errors high’. 
Stall Turn 
 
The stall turn is a relatively straight forward manoeuvre to execute but it is still a great manoeuvre to add to your 
repertoire and have as a skill set when flying. The generic stall turn is begun from upright level flight. After flying 
towards any end of the runway, using elevator pull gently up until the aircraft is heading vertically straight up 
(power should be 100% at this point). As you approach the point where you want the stall turn to be executed 
reduce power to around 20%. This does two things: 
 Allows the aircraft to slow down to execute the manoeuvre. 
 Allows sufficient prop wash to keep control of flight control surfaces allowing sufficient authority at zero 

actual flight speed to execute the manoeuvre. 
As the aircraft slows its climb almost to zero relative speed introduce the rudder gradually in any direction and 
then fully deflect the rudder in the same direction (all done in around 3 seconds), by this time the aircraft will 
start the stall turn and once the aircraft has rotated through around 160 degrees you release the rudder and then 
apply a slight opposite rudder input for around two seconds, this helps stop the rotation of the aircraft at 180 
degrees after initiating the stall turn and allows for a better exit line. 
 
Both the up-line (the flight path before the stall turn) and the down-line (the flight path after the stall turn) 
should be superimposed on each other-i.e. straight up, stall turn and straight down in the exact same line or 
flight path. 
 
Once airspeed has re-established on the down-line gently pull up with elevator and increase power to around 
60% to resume normal upright level flight. Manoeuvre complete. 

WAMASC AGM REMINDER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members are respectfully reminded that on Saturday the 08th 

of August 2015 the normal monthly Committee Meeting will 

take place at our field venue at 1000Hr (10.00am). Post this 

meeting the WAMASC AGM (Annual General Meeting) will 

take place at 1200Hr. 

Members are hereby given notification that at that point in time, 

as per standard operational procedure, all committee positions 

are deemed vacant. 

Should any financial member be desirous of taking on any role and 

the responsibilities that go with that position within the 

committee; you are asked to please nominate a minimum of seven 

(7) days prior to the above date (08th of August 2015). 

‘Nomination Form(s)’ can be downloaded from our WAMASC Site 

after accessing the Members Area and entering your gate code 

via:  http://wamasc.wix.com/wamasc  

http://wamasc.wix.com/wamasc


EXTREMELY GENEROUS DONATION 

 
 

students he donated a 2.4m Wingspan Cessna-152, 206 Series ‘High Wing Trainer’ to be used for the 

purpose of training students and introducing new members to the fold. 

Bob I thank you from the bottom of my heart. I have already given fourteen aircraft away this year; eight of them 

being Boomerang .60’s, all complete and ‘airworthy’. I refer to them as B2 (short for ‘BIN BABIES’) – that is they 

are normally pieces pulled from a bin, rebuilt and given another chance at life. My reward is always the smile on 

someone’s face when they see it in the air for the first time. Mark my words Bob your aircraft has gone to a good 

home. It has already been fitted with an OS 33cc GT Petrol engine and it will be the pride of the training fleet. 

As funny as it sounds, I commend you in having the knowledge that not all personnel have an aircraft or their 

own aircraft to fly. Different circumstances dictate life to people in different ways. Some of these kids can only 

afford to join the club and are a little out of their league after the loss of an aircraft. We now have a further stop 

gap measure to help those on the way up. A huge pat on the back mate - may you be rewarded with many smiles 

because I will be letting these students know who made their flight possible. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL REITERATION 

 

 

          

 

  

  

 

Training Aircraft donated 

I never cease to be amazed by some of the selfless acts 

of generosity and goodwill passed out by various 

members of our club. On Saturday the 25th of July 2015 

I arrived at the club with my students waiting patiently 

for me to take them airborne. It was just like any other 

day, a smile, a greeting and just like any other day I was 

preparing for some fun when Robert (Bob) NELSON 

approached me. 

He left me speechless (which is pretty hard to do) - with 

a gesture of such generosity to our trainee pilots that 

left me so totally amazed that I nearly cried.  

Knowing that I spend a great deal of time training 

various 

Padlock Codes have now been changed – the new code is on the back of your 

2015/16 Membership Card. 

 

Fees can be paid by directly into the Westpac® WAMASC account via 

electronic transfer (EFT) using  

BSB 036360 and Account 109661 

WA Model Aircraft Sports Centre (Inc.). 

 

You are asked to please print a copy of the electronic receipt and attach it to your 

Application/Renewal Form. 

 

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact the Treasurer via: 

 wamascwhitemanpark@gmail.com or  Mob: 0414402193 

 

2015/16 WAMASC Membership Forms may be accessed via our web site using: 

http://wamasc.wix.com/wamasc/ 

 

mailto:wamascwhitemanpark@gmail.com
http://wamasc.wix.com/wamasc/


ODE TO PETER BRIEN 

This month brought much sadness with the passing of Peter BRIEN who passed away peacefully on the 06th of 

July 2015 surrounded by his family.  

I was privileged to attend Peter’s funeral service at the Woodvale Baptist Church on the 16th of July 2015 and was 

extremely touched by the numbers in attendance. It was a definite indicator of the man he was with so many 

turning up to pay their final respects. The service was performed as a ‘celebration of life’ and many good words 

were said for a man who had left such a great mark. 

Peter was a huge driving force for many years in all areas of aeromodelling and he will be sadly missed by all in 

the fraternity.  

WAMASC has passed on its condolences to Liz and her family and wish them the very best for the future. 

As a mark of respect I submit a short historic sequence of life events that brought Peter BRIEN into his passion 

and love of aeromodelling that he sent to me some time ago. 

The Story of Peter BRIEN 
 
My earliest recollection of an interest in aviation was whilst my parents were residing in Rose Bay, Sydney NSW. 

At that time I had the opportunity to watch the Empire flying boats take-off, land and dock at the nearby jetty. 

At that time I was four years old and I passionately carried my fascination with aviation to the present day.  

Starting with an infamous Cox control line model, I started an interest in model aircraft. In my last year at school 

I applied and obtained an apprenticeship as an Aircraft Engineer with QANTAS. After several career and job 

changes ranging from industrial sales, marketing and advertising I moved to Perth in 1975.  

Perth is where I met my wife Liz who encouraged me to get back into aeromodelling so in 1978 I joined the 

Thunderbirds Flying Club operating from the old Hertha Road tip site.  

When we moved to our new home in Edgewater, I moved to the Wanneroo Club that flew on the Kingsway 
sporting complex. I became involved in the committee and I recall running a display to raise funds to lay a 
concrete runway at a new site that is now the current site for the Wanneroo Club.  
 
After the club moved to its new site, family and work commitments meant that I had to give the hobby away to 
pursue other interests. My wife and three children took priority and the fact that I was running three companies 
did not help.  
 
After obtaining my private pilot’s license in 1988, my interest in model aircraft was rekindled. One of my son’s 
friends had built a model aircraft and we went to Whiteman Park to have it test flown in April 1996. He did not 
continue but I bought a trainer and was taught to fly by Greg RUSSELL-BROWN who was an excellent instructor 
and a member of the Boomerangs.  
 
A lot of work had been done to develop the site, including toilets, a club house, limestone entry road, pits and a 
limestone runway.  
 
Water was limited, there was no grass and it was a dry dust bowl in summer.  
 
I was asked to serve on the Boomerangs committee and ended up at each WAMASC meeting trying to find out 
how I could help to improve the facility. My motivation in getting involved with WAMASC was to simply develop 
the facilities.  
 



Darren KENNEDY suggested that we bring the Jet Events that were being run at the full size airfield at Gingin, 
to WAMASC and use them as an opportunity to raise money to develop the site. We ran the first display in 1997 
and raised sufficient funds to tarmac the main runway.  
 
After becoming Chairman of WAMASC in 1998, through a great team with Darren KENNEDY, David NOLAN as 
well as the members of the committee and clubs, we managed to forge ahead with developments over a 5 year 
period.  
 
After completing the project to bring power to the site, we proceeded to install the submersible pump and 
reticulation system and planted grass. Work progressed completing the concrete taxiways and footpaths. Other 
work such as the new car park, extending the pits, new fencing, the control line facility, transmitter compound, 
running displays and fund raising activities were completed - it was time to move on.  
 
During my term as Chairman we saw the income for WAMASC rise from approximately $10,000 to $50,000 that 
resulted in having the necessary funds to develop the facility. After travelling interstate, it became evident that 
the growth of aeromodelling in Western Australia would depend upon planning for the future. When I was 
elected president of the State body (AWA) in 2003, a field purchase and development program was instigated. 
This resulted in the development of several new fields including Merredin, Dardanup and Whitfords.  
 
SWARMS in Capel was purchased as a State field. The new grants program has seen upgrading of the control 
line facilities at Whiteman, developments at KAMS and WARS. Achieving is always the result of more than one 
person’s efforts. The privilege of serving the aeromodelling community as part of a committed team is what 
makes for progress.  
 
Having a vision for the great influence that aeromodelling can have on our lives only serves to strengthen my 
commitment to aviation in our community. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

   

2016 CONTROL-LINE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP UPDATE 

Just a quick reminder to re-confirm in everyone’s mind that the ‘2016 Federation Aeronautique 

Internationale (FAI) World Control Line Championship’ will be held at our WAMASC (WA Model 

Aircraft State Centre) venue during the 02nd and 16th of May 2016 inclusive. Please make note that this period 

encompasses two (2) week-ends. 

WOW (Wings over Whiteman) 

A reminder that the weekend of Saturday the 07th and Sunday the 

08th of November 2015 will see WAMASC once again host its annual 

‘Wings over Whiteman’ event.  

To assist with event planning those desirous of flying or participating 

in any manner are asked to register their intent with our Event Co-

ordinator Rob GADEN or any member of the WAMASC committee. 

 

Contact via e-mail can be made via: 

 wamascwhitemanpark@gmail.com 

 

I reiterate that you do not have to hold Gold Wing certification to 

participate. Current Bronze Wing holders of Gold Wing proficiency 

standard levels are most welcome to participate. 

 

 

mailto:wamascwhitemanpark@gmail.com


All WAMASC Members are asked to give full priority during this period to both Championship Organisers and 

participants who will require full and unrestricted access to the WAMASC facility. 

Please be mindful that all other flying activity will have to be suspended during this period hence it may be 

prudent to plan ahead and make arrangements to fly at an alternate venue during this two week period. 

The WAMASC Committee sincerely apologises for any disruption to non-control-line personnel during this time. 

MAAA NEW WINGS FORMAT 

The MAAA have been working tirelessly over many years trying to entice some of our park flying brethren away 

from the parks and into our clubs. An unfortunate ‘us and them’ scenario has ensued for some time with many 

holding a grudge against the dreaded ‘foamie’ aircraft. For that reason, insurance coverage and safety the MAAA 

have now added an under 2Kg class to the repertoire.  

This now allows Joe BLOGS to join a sanctioned and recognised club, train and attain wings certification and fly 

at a field in safety without fear of landing in his neighbour’s backyard and being eaten by a Rottweiler whilst 

retrieving an aircraft.  

This, of course, was not always the case as the suitability of aircraft was often questioned to perform required 

test manoeuvres. In the past we saw an MAAA Testing Instructor decline tuition to a student due to aircraft size 

and weight constraints leaving the dejected trainee no other course of action but to walk away and buy a train set 

- that is a fair kick in the guts when all they wanted to do is join the club and have somewhere safe to fly without 

worrying about landing in the neighbours lounge room. 

Thankfully all that has changed and I would strongly suggest a visit to the new wings format on the MAAA website 

– this can be viewed by accessing forms. 

To learn more about MAAA please click here or go to: http://www.maaa.asn.au/ 

 

FIXED WING POWERED – BRONZE WINGS or SILVER 

http://www.maaa.asn.au/images/pdfs/forms/Form-016-POWER-BRONZE-SILVER-WINGS.pdf 

 

GLIDER – BRONZE WINGS & SILVER  

http://www.maaa.asn.au/images/pdfs/forms/Form-018-GLIDER-BRONZE-SILVER-WINGS.pdf 

 

 Bronze Wings The bronze wings category is aimed at attracting modellers who fly models under 2kg. It's 

a great step towards progress up the scale to bigger and more powerful models.  

 

 Silver Wings Silver wings will be applicable to members flying models weighing over 2kg. Silver Wings 

will allow more flyers to demonstrate their proficiency when visiting other MAAA clubs and participating in 

MAAA events. 
 

 Gold Wings Gold wings are awarded for pilots who can complete more difficult manoeuvres including 

Cuban eight and inside loops and horizontal rolls. 

http://www.maaa.asn.au/documents-manual-of-procedures
http://www.maaa.asn.au/
http://www.maaa.asn.au/images/pdfs/forms/Form-016-POWER-BRONZE-SILVER-WINGS.pdf
http://www.maaa.asn.au/images/pdfs/forms/Form-018-GLIDER-BRONZE-SILVER-WINGS.pdf


 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE (UWA) 

     

We stole the show with a great static display of various aircraft and hooked up the flight simulator to a large 

screen which was an absolute favourite for many. In fact many an existing stall was left unattended as they 

checked out we had to offer – let’s hope the visitors were satisfied and some recruitment ensues. 

WAMASC would like to thank the President, Committee and Joyce WEINBERG for the opportunity to participate 

in your Mid-North Region 2015 Hobby Exhibition. 

NEGATIVE GOOGLE REVIEW OF WAMASC 

FYI herewith a ‘screen-print’ of a very negative review posted on the Google WAMASC page a month ago. I have 

taken the liberty of showing you this to further enlighten you to the strange behaviour of certain individuals.  

You will note that it is signed off by an Old Pilot and has been posted at a very opportune time. Unfortunately 

this comment is out there for the world to see and I question the mentality of the perpetrator. 

This type of thing really makes one wonder with what level of IQ one is dealing with. Should this be an adult we 

do really have a problem as that person would be deemed to be not quite right in the head. Hopefully it’s not the 

same person I spoke of in last month’s Newsletter.  

 

The University of the Third Age is an off-Shute from the University of 

Western Australia where mature age persons can participate in a myriad 

of courses to keep the mind active. 

Saturday the 18th of July 2015 saw John KRESS and I fly the flag for 

WAMASC at the Bedford Bowling Club on another PR exercise showing 

what we are all about. 
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